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Living near water is a wonderful thing—except when there’s a (flood. So people build
@levees. A levee is a natural or artificial wall that blocks water from going where we
don’t want it to go. Levees may be used to increase available land for habitation or divert
a body of water so the (fertile soil of a river or sea bed may be used for agriculture. They
@prevent rivers from flooding cities in a storm surge. But if a levee breaks, the

consequences can be disastrous.

Levees are usually made of earth. The natural movement of a body of water pushes
sediment to the side, creating a natural levee. The banks of a river are often slightly
elevated from the river bed. The banks form levees made of sediment, silt, and other
materials pushed aside by the flowing water. Levees are usually )parallel to the way

the river flows, so levees can help direct the flow of the river.

Levees can also be artificially created or reinforced. Artificial levees are usually built by
piling soil, sand, or rocks on a cleared, level surface. In places where the flow of a river
is strong, levees may also be made of blocks of wood, plastic, or metal. Where the area
beside a river or other body of water is in particular danger, levees may even be

reinforced by concrete.

(his)

Artificial levees prevent flooding. But they also create a new problem: levees squeeze the
flow of the river. All the river’s power is flowing through a smaller space. Water levels
are higher and water flows faster. This puts more pressure on levees downstream and
makes the water more difficult to control. If levees break, it also makes containing the

flood more difficult.

Since the 18th century, levees have protected Louisiana and other nearby states
from flooding by the Mississippi River. When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans in
2005, the levees could not withstand the storm surge. The levees broke, and

water flooded 80 percent of the city.
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